








In 2006-2007, the average annual 
cost of a four-year college educa-
tion at a private institution rose 
6.3%—to $23,712—and at public 
colleges it increased 6.6%—		
to $6,185.
	 State funding is the lowest 
in three decades, so state college 
tuitions are rising; and colleges are 
spending huge amounts on state-of-
the-art dorms, athletic facilities, and 
salaries for celebrity instructors to 
stay competitive. 
	 The high school class of 
2008-2009 is predicted to be the 
largest in U. S. history, though    	
capacity for admissions will remain 

but you 
	 can take 
		  it down 
			   a notch.

Higher education goes higher, 

about the same, so there’ll be more 
students vying for a limited number 	
of slots.
	 Do you have a child or grandchild 
heading toward college in the 
next 17 or 18 years? Saving 
for college is like saving for 
retirement—it’s never too	
late to begin. 
	 Planning now with a 	
variety of tax-advantaged 
529 plans, gift trusts, 
and Coverdell Education 
Savings Accounts can help 
make a good education 
manageable later. 

Take heart. Only 5% of students attend colleges with fees over        
$33,000 a year, and the College Board says that 62% of full-time 
undergrads receive federal, state, or institutional grants, while 

more than $134 billion in student aid is available 
through institutional and private loans.

We recently held a 
seminar to bring 
clients up to speed 
on the benefits and 
requirements of 	
529 college 	
savings plans.

Email is wonderful, a quick and easy way to exchange 
messages. But foolproof? Not so much—we’re sure that 
you too have had things vanish into cyberspace.
Because we want to be sure that all your 
communications with us are reliable 
and secure, we suggest that when you 
email us, you limit your messages to 
general information such as making 
appointments, answering an RSVP, 	
or the like.
When you’re dealing with more important financial 
planning information, the best and most dependable 
means of contact are face-to-face, live voice-to-voice, 	
or by regular mail.
We cannot accept any orders or instructions about your 
account by email, voice mail, fax, or any other way that 
might let any one other than you yourself tell us what 
you want done.

Look who has a 
new tax deduction!

Todd and Courtenay 	
Macaulay are the proud 
(and tired) parents of 	
Addison Macaulay, who 

joined the Marcus Financial team (and Red 
Sox Nation) on October 2. Addison weighed 	
8 pounds 11 ounces and was 21 inches long.
      Since Todd is our resident expert on 529 
plans, we assume financing for her college 
education already is all set. 5



You know that we love art and we love Halloween, 
so we really love our latest exhibit, which brought us 
the best of both. 
	 The vibrant and witty paintings of John 
Clarke have been brightening our walls during the 
last quarter   
(you’ll see a 
few scattered 

through this newsletter), and we 
challenge you to look at them 
without smiling. 
     For this display, John chose 	
pieces that were especially 	
appropriate for spooky time, 	
but check out his website at 	
www.johnclarke.com to see 	
his full range of quirky yet 		
professional talents.
	

In The MFA  Art Gallery

Debbie is very artistic, too—the devilish 
eggs, marvelous celery mummies, and other 
goodies that she painstakingly made for 
Halloween were extremely tasty. And also 
very entertaining.

Chet recently attended a 
rewarding and productive 
conference in Nashville.       
Here he’s shown with      
RJFS Vice President Tom  	
Harrington at that event.	
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In January  we’ll 
be shifting creative 

gears, from fanciful to       
photography with            
the work of Arlene 

Taliadoros, who 
lives in Essex.


